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Hi 
 
Welcome to my Keeping Chickens Newsletter. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has sent in their keeping chickens tips, stories and 
photos etc. - as usual, if you have anything chicken related (tips, photos, stories, 
questions, coops etc.) you'd like to share in future issues of the newsletter or blog 
posts then just email news@self-sufficient-life.com and I will do my best to 
answer / include them.  
 
 
 
Best Wishes 
Gina 
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Subscriber Letters 
 

Linda : Hi Gina – thanks for the brilliant newsletter.  I, like everyone else love 
reading everyone’s stories and their advice, and would like to thank you for all 
your hard work.  At the moment we have four hens – one Scots Dumpy, one 
RIR, one Dorking and one Buff Orpington.  They are all very different in their 
own ways, and the only one we didn’t rear ourselves was the Scots Dumpy.  
They are all friendly when we have food with us – following us around and 
jumping up to get at it, but they have never really actively looked to us for 
affection (perhaps they get fed up with us nicking their eggs!!).   
 

We spend hours and hours with them – particularly when they were peeps, but 
the only one that has ever wanted a cuddle was the Buff Orpington Rooster of 
last years hatching.  We weren’t able to keep him here as we are surrounded by 
neighbours who have, touch wood, been relatively OK about us having chickens 
so far.  He went to a neighbouring farm, where he has a harem of four Buff hens, 
and is leading a charmed life …  the farmer came home the other afternoon (still 
daylight) to see a fox strolling across the farmyard with Rocky in his mouth!!  
He shouted, and the startled fox dropped Rocky and ran.  Rocky just shook 
himself off and went about his business as usual!!   
 

We have a nice variety of eggs, though, and I still marvel at them when I collect 
them from the coop…. 
 
Matthew : Hi to Kathleen who in the Volume 1 February newsletter asked how 
other  readers disposed of the chicken droppings. I use straw as bedding for my 
chickens so whenever I clean out the  coop I compost the waste including the 
straw that I use as bedding. Straw and wood shavings are good in compost and 
chicken manure is the  best manure that you can use. You can't put fresh chicken 
manure on the garden though, otherwise it would burn the smaller roots of the   
plants. You have to let the droppings mature before applying it to the   
garden. I use a compost tumbler to make compost because it is one of the   
fastest methods of composting. You can also just dig the manure into   
an empty garden bed and let it age for a few weeks before planting anything.   
You can also make good liquid fertilizer by putting the manure in a   
black bucket with a lid and filling it up with water. You then just let it sit in   
the sun for a month or two before watering your plants with it. Good   
luck with finding a solution that suits your needs. I have had my three pullets for 
four weeks now and I  am also new to keeping chickens. I hope my information 
has helped you  and your chickens,  From Matthew, South Australia. 

 
Betty : I Recently visited a friend who has chickens.  He now has a turkey to help 
ward off flying pests.  Does anyone reading this have experience on mixing 
turkeys with chickens, and if so, what are the cautions? 
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Lori : Hi Gina, just started getting your newsletter. I really enjoy it and have 
learned a lot already. My husband and I are very new (and very inexperienced, 
especially in the beginning) at keeping chickens. But we sure have learned a lot 
in the past year. Our first 14 baby chicks we bought were straight run. We only 
wanted females but were talked into taking our chances. We ended up with 8 
roosters and 6 hens.  
 

 
 

They were supposed to be Australorps. But as you can see from these pictures 
they are mixed. We no longer have the roosters, because they became very 
aggressive toward each other, killing each other off. They were very calm and 
friendly toward us. We still have the 6 hens. 
 

 
 
We don't care that they're mixed. We love them and think they're beautiful. 
But I'm just curious and was wondering if any of your readers could tell me 
what they think they might be mixed with. They all have the bluish-green sheen 
like the Australorps have. All the roosters (first 4 pictures) had white on their 
chest (like Dominiques or Barred Plymouth Rocks maybe?)...and orange feathers 
on their sides and backs. They were gorgeous. All the hens (last two pictures) 
have white around their necks and/or face.  
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They are very calm and docile like Australorps. They are smaller than 
Australorps. They are Large to Xtra Large brown egg layers. And one of our 
girls, "Wattles," lays a Jumbo egg every single day. 
 

 
 
I'm hoping someone that is more familiar with the different breeds will be able to 
help! Thanks so much! Lori 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Ten Acres Enough 
How A Very Small Farm May Be Made To 

Keep A Very Large Family  
 

Ten Acres Enough is a self-sufficiency classic 
written by Edmund Morris, and is his personal 
story of his journey from city businessman to 
farmer. In this book Edmund details the first 3 
years of his 'back to the land' experience and 
explains honestly what worked for him and what 
did not. 
 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS 
 

 

http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/TenAcresEnough/selfsufficientliving.htm
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Pauline : Hi Gina, We live in Newfoundland, eastern Canada. We solved the 
water freezing problem this winter. We purchased a therm. control bowl at our 
local co-operative feed store. It holds a liter of water & is easy to clean. The cord 
is covered with metal covering, so no fear of chickens pecking. Our temps only 
go down to  -10 or -12c , but hovers around 0c. We currently only have 3 white 
leghorns & 2 golden comets & 1 bantam mix all Mr. Pepper. We will be getting 
10 chicks this summer. So love your newsletter! 
 
MJ : Hi, i just moved to a farm an and lovin’ it. I have 23 chickens all in good 
health. one day was so cold with 8 inches of snow in their pen. They did not 
want to come out of the coop and who could blame them for that. So I shut the 
sliding door on the coop so they would stay warm but I had to keep something in 
there so they would not pick on each other. I bought 2 heads of cabbage hung 
them up and they had a blast picking at the cabbage. They had a toy to peck at 
and could eat it too. This is all new to me but I’m enjoying every minute taking 
care of the chickens. I’m going to try broccoli next I think they will like that 
also. Can’t wait to read more about chickens. 
 
Judy : In response to Carol H in Massachusetts…I live in Michigan and if you 
would like a nice rooster, let me know…I have at least 15 at the moment and 
everyone of them will let me pet them and does not attack…though I’ve know a 
few who attack and it’s scary…if you like roosters, keep trying…you’ll get a 
nice one soon…Judy in Michigan 
 
Charlotte : I have had hens for about a year now and they have really grown to 
love me and anxiously await my visits.   They free range part of the day and are 
penned in a very large area for part of the day because of hawks.  Recently, I was 
out by my garden checking the peas coming up and one of our cats started 
toward me.  My “girls” all came running and at first it puzzled me but as they got 
closer it was clear that they ran to confront the cat that they thought might me 
trying to do me harm.  They’ve done it another time since, I just think it’s so cute 
that they want to protect me. Thanks for the newsletter! 
 
Sara : I do have one tip that I recently happened upon.  I have a 3 gallon plastic 
waterer for my flock, had it for about 2 years.  As time as passed, it's gotten 
harder and harder to open.  It had gotten to the point where I needed to kneel on 
it and really put some serious pressure on it to get it open.  One of the last times 
filling it, I remembered one of my husbands tricks when building natural drawer 
slides.  I cleaned and dried the waterer and inside the lid then lubed them up with 
shortening.  I also lubed the rubber seal, removing the excess.  That lid goes on 
like a dream now and I don't need a vice to get the lid off or on.  It tightens with 
no effort. Thanks for your newsletter. Sara, Franklin, CT 
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Jerry : I got these from Staples. They are clear plastic file folders so I can see the 
baby chicks without opening it up. The 40 watt light bulb keeps it nice and warm 
in there. The plastic containers makes it real easy to clean. I keep them in a spare 
bathroom. One container will hold 24 babies until they are about three weeks 
old. Then I split them up to 12 a container. If it gets too warm and the chicks 
move to get away from the warm light, I slide it open a little to let the heat out. 
At the first few days, they all stay close to the light. I have raised baby ducks in 
them too. Baby ducks are wet and messy and the plastic containers work real 
well to keep the mess corraled. After I move them out, I clean it and put it all in 
a garbage bag and save it until the next time. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.tedswoodworkplans.net
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Jenny : I thought I'd get in on the fun and send a few pictures. The first is our 
chicken coop. My husband built it and I painted it. It looked too plain with the 
basic paint, so I took inspiration from the Quilt Barns throughout the US and 
made my very own "Quilt Coop". ☺ We have a lot of wildlife up here in 
Washington, so I chose the "Bear Paw" pattern for the block. The second is a 
picture of our eggs. We have five girls (Ameraucana, Welcummer, Black 
Sexlink, Dominique and Silver Laced Wyandotte) and a few started laying right 
at 20 weeks. I was starting to get discouraged when 10 months rolled around and 
two still weren't laying. Much to my delight, they started laying last week and 
have the most beautiful eggs of all! So, this is a bit of encouragement to new 
chicken owners out there. Your patience will be rewarded, hang in there! ☺ 
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Dan : I have some hens and had 2 roosters. I gave the older, dominant rooster 
away and have yet to see the other one doing his roosterly duty. I would like to 
get some eggs into the incubator but am not sure if the eggs are fertilized. Does 
anyone know if there is anything inside the eggs to show if the rooster is 
breeding? Thanks, Dan from Alberta. 
 
 

My Reply : You can't know for sure if an egg is fertilised without breaking it 
open (or trying to hatch it). There can be several factors such as quality of food, 
quality of parents, weather etc, but generally, if you have a rooster who is doing 
his job and the rooster and hens are in good health it is fair to assume that at 
least 75% would be successfully fertilised. To spot check an egg crack it into a 
bowl and look at the yolk - there should be a small white mark somewhere on the 
yolk. When fertilised the small white mark becomes larger and more round and 
shows yellow in the middle so an egg that has been fertilised has a white mark 
on the yolk that looks a bit like a doughnut - in an unfertilised egg the white 
mark will be just a blob. 
 

 
 
 

 

Susan : This is Kalu.  He lived to be 
about nine years old.  He was so polite 
and good to both people and his hens. 
My chickens were always loose as I 
live on a small island and we have no 
predators except the bald eagle and 
they don't seem to want to venture to 
the center of the island where I live.  
When I would go out with scraps and 
throw the food down, Kalu would call 
the girls over and show them where to 
find the scraps in the grass by tipping 
his head and looking at the morsel.  He 
would repeat this until they found it. I 
used to call him "The Negotiator" as he 
would come to my front door and find 
me in the room and catch my eye.  That 
meant, "more food please, and now? 
please".  He died one November day.  I 
had been in the chicken coop feeding 
and he came up and looked at me. It 
was odd and I looked at him and asked 
him, "What's the matter, old man?"  I 
found him the next day. He was really 
something. 
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Harold : I got my wife to take a couple photos of me and my babies today.  
Thought I would share : My young rooster 

 

 
 

Several of my birds :  
 

 

 
 

 

 
200 Eggs a Year 

 
Chicken Care Guide 

 
CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS  

http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/Keeping_Chickens/200eggs-ChickenCare.htm
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Tammy : My chickens sharing dinner with their pigs! Tammy from Roseneath 
Ontario Canada 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/1/OffGrid5

