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Hi 
 
Welcome to my Keeping Chickens Newsletter. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has sent in their keeping chickens tips, stories and 
photos etc. - as usual, if you have anything chicken related (tips, photos, stories, 
questions, coops etc.) you'd like to share in future issues of the newsletter or blog 
posts then just email news@self-sufficient-life.com and I will do my best to 
answer / include them.  
 
 
 
Best Wishes 
Gina 
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Subscriber Letters 
 

Philippa Abbey, a third year veterinary student is conducting a research project 
investigating the provision of veterinary care for pet chickens in the United 
Kingdom and would appreciate your help if you are keeping chickens in the 
United Kingdom. Her online survey is here :   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QRV7C2M   
“Participation in this research is entirely voluntary and there is no obligation to 
take part.  Participant details and the information they provide would be 
anonymised.  This study has been approved by the School of Veterinary 
Medicine and Science’s ethics committee. The information I collect will be 
presented in my dissertation thesis. It is for UK residents, but even if just a few 
of your subscribers are from the UK and are willing to fill it out I would be most 
grateful as every reply is useful!” Thank you, Pippa 
 

 
 
Leo : Here is a picture of my new Golden Comets. Boy do they love the grapes 
from my vine, it was a good way to earn my trust. Had them three weeks and 
already getting three eggs a day. Leo B 
 
Karen : I have just read your October newsletter and wanted to say thanks.  It 
made me smile.  Whether or not we have 100% hens I cannot say but they are 
all seeming happy and healthy and giving us plenty of eggs (including the one 
who lost lots of feathers and now is well covered again). Best wishes, Karen  
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John : Hi Gina, I really enjoy reading your newsletter. My family and I have 
been raising backyard chickens (within the city) for almost 5-years now. We 
enjoy them very much and find that each hen has her own personality, some 
more aggressive and attention demanding then others. For my daughter's 
birthday, my wife and I decided to build a chicken coop for her and her family, 
so they could enjoy their own "backyard chickens". Attached are a few photos of 
the coop for you and your readers to enjoy.  
 

 
 

The coop will fit three to four birds comfortably. We added wheels so that the 
coop could be moved around the back yard. This allows the birds to enjoy the 
grass and fertilize without destroying any one particular area of ground.  Best 
Regards, John Robles   
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Jane : Love the Newsletter. I'm in South West UK and enjoy reading all the 
stories from around the world. Reference the query from Ivy regarding her Pekin 
boy -  I have 4 lovely girls, 2 Pekin Bantams and 2 Barbu D'uccles. Lovely 
temperament, very tame, easy to handle and just wander into the house despite 
my 3 cats! As you can see from the picture one is brown (Lulu) and she is a 
'Partridge' Bantam. These girls make great pets and lay well - small but very rich 
eggs. Jane, Wiltshire, UK  
 

 
 
 

Gail : What is the difference between a fertile egg and a non fertile egg in 
appearance and taste? 

 
My Reply : To spot check an egg to see if it has been fertilised crack it into a 
bowl and look at the yolk - there should be a small white mark somewhere on the 
yolk. When fertilised the small white mark becomes larger and more round and 
shows yellow in the middle so an egg that has been fertilised has a white mark 
on the yolk that looks a bit like a doughnut - in an unfertilised egg the white 
mark will be just a blob. I personally don't believe there is any difference in 
taste, but some people say there is. 

 

http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/off-grid/
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Cathy : An amazing newsletter as always!  Here is little Matthew with our hens - 
he has been around them since they were chicks and he was an infant.  They are 
"studying" eggs in his preschool class soon.  He will definitely be at the head of 
the class! Smiles, Cathy Clem, Federal Way WA 

 

 
 
C Van Kirby : Interesting happening with my two chickens; had been getting two 
eggs everyday until about three weeks ago then just two every other day. I asked 
them if they knew what happened to chickens that didn't lay? Then one day a 
week ago I saw the biggest fatest snake you ever saw in my chicken coop. Ran 
for my pellet gun; put two in the snakes head. Had a viper head so I knew he was 
poisonous. Came in the house to get my camera so I could get a photo and look 
up on the Internet what kind of snake it was. Went back to the coop and the 
snake was gone. Since that day have gotten two eggs every day. So now I realize 
I was falsely fussing at the chickens.  
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Stephen  : Just a question. One of our Light Sussex has become quite broody, for 
about two weeks. We have put some fertilised eggs under her about a week ago. 
But we are not sure if she is coming off the nest for a drink or a feed. Should we 
take her off or will she come off on her own free will? We enjoy your newsletter. 
Here are some photos. Cheers Stephen  
 
My Reply : Most broody's will come off once or twice a day of their own accord 
to stretch their legs and eat and drink etc. but some are daft enough to just sit 
there and starve to death so it may help to put some food and water in reach of 
her for when she is on the nest and then hopefully she will eat/drink as and when 
she wants to even if she is not coming off the nest. 
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Peggy : I have backyard chickens and have to treat them for mites. In your news 
letter it said to use D E. what is D E? 
 

My Reply : D.E. is short for Diatomaceous earth. It must be the food grade kind. 
It is a natural product that can be used as a prevention and as a treatment for 
mites and because it is natural it can be used on the birds and in the coop (it is a 
dust so as with any other dust treatments you (and the chickens) have to be 
careful about breathing it in). I mentioned it in response to a question for ways 
to treat a coop for mites without using chemicals. There are plenty of chemical 
based options which work perfectly well but for those who only want to treat 
using natural methods then the main options I know of is to remove all the 
beddings and any moveable fixtures, if you can, get a vacuum cleaner to suck out 
as much as possible from all the little nooks and crannies where thing like mites 
are likely to be hiding, steam clean / clean the coop and then when dry, put in 
new bedding and give a little dusting of the food grade D.E. (repeating the whole 
process again a week later is usually a good idea in case there are any missed 
mite eggs which have hatched in the meantime). In terms of prevention if 
chickens can dustbathe regularly they can largely keep themselves clean of 
parasites. Regular coop cleaning and a little dusting of food grade D.E. in the 
bedding every time it is changed can also help prevent them taking hold.  

 
John : I have a couple of ideas for Daniel. To find what is killing his chickens he 
can get a Trail Camera at any sporting goods store or at Amazon for about $50 
US. They are easy to use and take pictures or video at night. To keep varmints 
away a Scare Crow works fine. It is a motion activated sprinkler that runs on a 
battery. All you need is a water hose connected. They cost about $50 US also 
and can be found at Amazon or ACE Hardware. Hope he can stop the killing. 
John Kuhl 
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The Jersey Black Giants 
U. L. Meloney 

 
The Jersey Black Giants were 
originated nearly one hundred and 
fifty years ago by two brothers, John 
and Thomas Black, who lived near 
Jobstown, N. J. The cross consisted 
of Black Java, Black Langshan and 
Dark Brahma. Years were taken to 
get the birds to breed true to color, 
eliminate feathers from the legs and 
get the yellow skin color of the Java 
and Brahma. They had been bred for 
years in the southern part of New 

Jersey but only a few farmers kept them true to type, color and etc.; some using 
other male birds and in later cases introduced the Dark Cornish into them - even 
though there was no Cornish in America when the breed was originated. 
 

Many who breed the Jersey Black Giants claim them to be fully equal to any of 
the heavy breeds as a laying type and superior as a market fowl and in this we 
can state frankly, from our many years handling dressed poultry, they have no 
equal as a market bird such as soft roasters, fowl, pullet and last but not least as a 
capon. Many without any special feeding reaching fourteen pounds and over 
each just given the range of the farm. 
 

The birds are single comb, black feathered with lustrous green-black plumage, 
great deep and full bodies, dress golden yellow and while large have fine grain, 
rich yellow meat that is soft. They lay large brown eggs ranging considerably 
above the average usually called for which is, namely, twenty-six ounces to the 
dozen. 
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The hens as mothers are equal to any breed. An idea which can be taken from the 
fact that we have had as many as ten hens in one house with 230 chicks all 
running together and all contented and happy and not harming one another or the 
chicks. They, like all good mothers, become broody at times but a very good 
advantage, in our estimation, is that they are very easily broken. We have done 
this often in three or four days. We have set as many as eighteen eggs under one 
hen with very best of results. The hens while large are careful and not a clumsy 
fowl such as one is apt to find among many of the heavier breeds. A five foot 
fence takes care of the birds’ yards and while we prefer free range as an item in 
the saving of feed costs, they do just as well in small runs or houses during the 
winter months. Cold weather has little effect on the birds if the house is free 
from drafts and we have always raised them with open front houses.  
 

They, as chicks, are very fast 
growers; we having raised many birds 
and those rather late hatched soon 
caught up to the birds hatched one 
month and more earlier. Our frank 
experience is that they are not a breed 
that is at all necessary to hatch early, 
in fact, the great majority of the birds 
have been and are hatched even today 
by farmers who have raised them for 
some few years, from the middle of 
March to the end of April and May. 

The hens or pullets, given reasonable care, will mature or start to lay in six 
months. We have had many start in a little over five months but consider the fair 
average a full six months. We find it a great advantage not to mate cockerels 
until fully matured. 
 

We have found them to be very vigorous at all ages having been raised for years 
as above mentioned on general farms and given free range the year ‘round where  
the houses, to say the least, have been little more than sheds to protect them from 
rain and snow during the winter months.  
 

Our own experiences with the Jersey Black Giants run as follows: The cockerels 
at four months will run five pounds, the pullets a little lighter. At six months, 
cockerels, nine pounds; pullets, six and one-half pounds. At nine months, 
cockerels, twelve pounds and pullets, eight pounds and over. Yearling hens, ten 
pounds each. As capons given reasonable care at nine months, fourteen pounds 
each, some fifteen. In a flock they will run twelve pounds, average, at nine 
months old. We have raised many birds that have exceeded the above weights 
from one to three pounds.  
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Mary : We're having rat problems suddenly after years of no problems. They've 
dug under our underground fencing. Can you offer some solutions about 
prevention and about trapping or poisoning?  We don't want to harm our 
chickens or pets. One of our cats brings rat carcasses to the house regularly. 
Should we employ her in the coop? We don't harm to come to her. Thanks much 
 

 
 

My Reply : There were a few suggestions for rodent problems in the August '11  
newsletter from other subscribers which hopefully will help you out on pages  
13 and 14: 
http://www.keepingchickensnewsletter.com/Newsletter/August11/keepingchickensv2_pg13.htm 
and also in the last few pages of the february '12 newsletter: 
http://www.keepingchickensnewsletter.com/Newsletter/Feb12NL/keepingchickens_page12.htm 
 
Using poison can sometimes be a bit risky because even if it is well away  
from the girls and your cat both would probably eat any dead/dying rat they can 
find so may indirectly be affected. If you use live traps there may be rules where 
you are governing exactly how you can deal with the problem and what is 
allowed once you have caught them (for instance in the UK it is illegal to drown 
trapped rats or treat them inhumanely.) There is a report on the humane control  
of rodents from the UK based Universities Federation for Animals Welfare 
(UFAW) website which might be helpful for wherever you are as well even if not 
in the UK: 
www.ufaw.org.uk/documents/GuidanceonhumanecontrolofrodentsFeb2509V19.pdf 
 
We had trouble with rats biting though the electrics in our car and so put a  
battery operated sonar repellent under it which as far as I can tell has 
cleared all the rats in our whole area (we used to regularly see them under  
the apple trees and around the barns but haven't seen any at all since the  
sonar went down which was over a year ago). 
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Self Sufficient Life Publications 
 

200 Eggs A Year Per Hen 
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/200-eggs-chicken-care-guide/ 

 
A Guide To Raising Guineas  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/guinea-fowl/ 
 
Building Your Own Greenhouse  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/building-your-own-greenhouse/ 
 
Chicken Coop Plan Collection (10 Chicken coop plans)  
http://www.chickencoopplan.com 
 
Common Sense In the Poultry Yard 
http://www.keepingchickensnewsletter.com/Books/common-sense-in-the-
poultry-yard.htm  
 
Herbal Remedies Handbook  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/herbal-remedies-handbook/ 
 
Hydroponic Gardening  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/hydroponic-gardening/ 
 
How To Make A Hen Saddle 
http://www.keepingchickensnewsletter.com/Books/hensaddle.htm  
 
Plain Cookin’, Recipes From The Heartland  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/plain-cookin-recipes-from-the-heartland/ 
 
Portable Poultry Fence - How To Build And Erect It 
http://www.keepingchickensnewsletter.com/Books/make-portable-poultry-fencing.htm 
 
Successful Beekeeping ABCs  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/successful-beekeeping/ 
 
Success With Poultry 900 Questions and Answers  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/success-with-poultry-900-questions/ 
 
Ten Acres Enough  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/tenacresenough/ 
 
Vegetable Gardening  
http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/vegetable-gardening/ 


