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Hi 
 
Welcome to my Keeping Chickens Newsletter. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has sent in their keeping chickens tips, stories and 
photos etc. - as usual, if you have anything chicken related (tips, photos, stories, 
questions, coops etc.) you'd like to share in future issues of the newsletter or blog 
posts then just email news@self-sufficient-life.com and I will do my best to 
answer / include them.  
 
 
 
Best Wishes 
Gina 
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Subscriber Letters 
 

Shara : I live in the city, so the only critters I have to worry about are possums 
and coons, with an occasional hawk. The man who is building my coop says that 
chicken wire around and over the run is adequate, because the former two just 
hunt at night, when my ladies will be locked up securely. Do you think this is 
correct? 
 
My Reply : Chicken wire would keep the chickens in but can be bitten through 
and pulled out of shape so if you do ever get any daytime predators (including 
neighbourhood dogs) then it won't be as safe as if strong small hole meshed wire 
were being used. For extra safety the wire would also be buried down several 
inches and out a little way (like an 'L') to stop diggers and the run could be 
covered as well to stop any climbers/hawks etc. It is obviously more expensive 
though and so really it is a case of balancing what is an acceptable level of risk 
for you and the potential cost of loss vs the expense of building a 'fort knox'. 
 
John : Hello, Gina.  Thanks again for the newsletter.  I have a good news story.  I 
work as a volunteer for the SPCA in New Plymouth, North Island, New 
Zealand.  When I went to work on Monday last, I discovered that the rabbits I 
had been looking after had all found homes.  In their place were twenty former 
battery hens and a rooster.  The hens had been acquired from a nearby egg 
producing company.  By the following week (this one) all but two of the scraggy 
hens (many with most of their tail feathers missing) had found new owners.  
They should have a much happier life now. 
 
Sandy : Just saw the letter from Jerry and I am sure wishing he lived closer to 
us.  We have a male rooster of the same breed (silver duckwing bantam) but our 
hen was killed by a hawk.  He is left with only the large hens around him.  He 
tries to take care of the girls but I'm afraid they just laugh at his efforts.  I would 
never get rid of Silver King but if anyone out there close to the tri-corners area of 
Michigan/Ohio/Indiana happen to have any female Bantams that they would like 
to sell or give away, we have a rooster who would love to see them. Thanks for 
the great newsletter.  I subscribe to several but I confess that I like yours the 
best! 
 
Karen : Do you know how to tell the age of a young rooster. This baby rooster 
was dumped and I am looking for a home for him, but would love to know about 
how old he is - Thanks in advance. 
 
My Reply : If he is young, the main ways to get an idea of his age would be 
developmental clues such as if he is crowing he is likely to be at least 6 months 
old and if his spurs are fully grown he is probably over one year. 
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Judy : Hi Gina, as usual, loving the newsletter. We just had a January thaw 
where the girls could be let out in the enclosed pen with a layer of hay. They 
loved it! But lo and behold the snow started again. This is my coop with electric 
fence unhooked in winter as bears are hibernating, come spring, it will be on 
again when the girls are in for the night.  
 
Dale : I would like to add some Chantecler Chickens to my little flock. The 
Chantecler is the only true Canadian breed and a rare breed at that. I have been 
looking for a source in Canada for hatching eggs and thought I had a source 
lined up for this spring but I don't know what happened to this person as they no 
longer reply to emails. I'm hoping some of your subscribers can help me find a 
breeder who will ship hatching eggs. Chantecler come in two colours White and 
Partridge my preference would be the white but I would accept either or even 
some of both. Replies would be appreciated. Thank you for your help.  
 

 

 

 
200 Eggs a Year 

 
Chicken Care Guide 

 
CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS  

http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/Keeping_Chickens/200eggs-ChickenCare.htm
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Gody : Hi Gina,  I look forward to your newsletters every time, it's great to read 
the stories and I'm happy there are so many crazy-chicken-people out there! I 
live in the Netherlands, in the middle of town and I only have a small back yard. 
I have 5 chickens.. one Silkie rooster, a Silkie hen, a Chabo hen (Japanese 
bantam) and two Columbia Wyandotte bantams. They live in a coop with a run 
and when I get home from work, they get to roam the garden. This summer I had 
my hens brood on two eggs. I had figured out that my coop was big enough to 
add two more chickens. It was funny because all four girls took turns to brood on 

the eggs, there was never any discord. I 
arranged if one of the eggs produced a 
rooster it could go to a farm in a nearby 
town. Two cute baby chicks were born and 
by all intents and purposes I figured they 
were hens. (I did some research on sexing 
the chick by looking at the way the feathers 
started to grow on the wings.. not accurate 
as it turned out...)  The chicks grew and 
grew and I named them Pippa and Olive. 
Unfortunately after several months they 
both turned out to be roosters, and even 
worse.. my original rooster was being 
bullied by them to the point where he 
would not leave the coop anymore. He was 
sad and miserable. My 'emergency address'  
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in a nearby town didn't happen as the farmer found himself a new lady friend and 
she was definitely not accepting any 'rogue' roosters! I built a bachelor coop for 
Pippa en Olive, now renamed Philip and Oliver and winced at the three rooster 
chorus every morning. Then Philip and Oliver escaped their coop one day and 
decided to pick a fight with my original rooster Buffy (through the wire!). There 
was blood everywhere, it was a terrible sight when I got home from work. I put 
them in separate carriers and cleaned up their wounds, plying them with anti-
septic cream. A third coop was build and the boys each put in isolation. After 
searching a long time I found a farm where Oliver and Philip were welcome. 
They now have a lot of space to roam and have each acquired a small harem of 
hens. I miss them, but they are better off. Peace has been restored to the coop, 
and Buffy and his ladies Yin, Yanneke, Fluffy and Duifje are once again happy. 
The moral... There's no such thing as a 50% chance of two eggs producing at 
least one hen...  Thank you for your entertaining newsletter! Best Wishes from 
Holland! Gody. 

 

 
 

Mandy : Thought I’d share this pic of my lovely young Marans checking out her 
competition!  She laid her first dark brown egg last week and wanted the whole 
world to know about it.  She has been named ‘Nina the Ninja Duck’ as she can 
give a great karate kick to her elders and lets out an odd quack here are there!  
Keep up the great newsletter. Kind Regards Mandy, Worcestershire, England. 
 

 

http://selfsuff1.chickcoop.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=N
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Krista : Glad I found your newsletter!!  Here is a couple pictures of my coop that 
my husband built this spring!!  I cannot believe we didn’t get chickens way 
before this!!  Also enclosed is a pic of myself with Phyllis, my White Crested 
Polish, and one of my ISA’s Baby! Thanks again for the great info!!  Krista 
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Wendi : Hi Gina – Love the newsletter!!! Thanks for all you do.  We live in 
Anaheim, California within earshot of the nightly Disneyland fireworks, but our 
girls don’t seem to be bothered by the noise.  We have 2 Plymouth Rocks (Faith 
& Hope), 2 Rhode Island Reds (Lucille and Bonnie, as in Raitt) and 2 
Orpingtons (Bling and Etta, as in James).  These photos were taken back in 
August, so they’ve grown quite a bit since then – so pretty!!  We’re getting 5-6 
eggs daily.  They are so much fun and each have very distinct personalities.  You 
can see in the attached photos that my husband Ron has become quite the Chick 
magnet…..   

 
 

Ron built the coop, “Palais de Poulet”, which they very much like but they free 
range all day in the yard and our organic garden – we’re still working out the 
part about what they want to eat and what I want them to eat – haha – but it’s all 
good!    The coop is quite unique – it can be entirely disassembled for thorough 
cleaning; the “upper ballroom” is where they roost and is lined with linoleum tile 
which can be removed and sanitized; the 2 nesting boxes are equipped with 
plastic dishpans that sit in the wooden frame, but can be removed easily for 
cleaning, etc.  The “Spa” which is at grade level under the ballroom provides 
them nice shade and the small run area has a removable door at the front and side 
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for easy access.  They don’t really spend much time in the coop except to roost 
from sundown to sun up.  We have had one possum attack when we failed to get 
the coop door locked in time – the bugger just walked himself right up the plank 
into the ballroom and went at them.  Luckily the only damage was a few tail 
feathers.  I was so mad at that stupid possum that he got a couple of good blasts 
to the head with my spade, but he’s not been back and now we’re very 
disciplined about locking the coop right at sundown. I love seeing the photos that 
folks send in so I thought I’d share also.  All the best to you from Southern 
California! Wendi 
 

 
 

_______ 
 

 
 

Gary : These are my barred plymouth rocks. I have made them better by 
breeding an amrock utility into them. I like the news letter and live in the 
Caingorms in Scotland  
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Mairi : Many thanks for your Chickens Newsletter. It is always a pleasure to 
recieve.  One of the things I most like about it, is that your writers come from all 
parts of the world.   

I am still very much a beginner 
chicken person. As a beginner I 
have been trying different breeds 
to see which ones I most enjoy: 
leghorn, orpington, araucana, 
campine, sussex, wyandottes, 
plymouth rock, ancona bantam, 
brown shaver and silkie. 
 

I am fascinated by hen behaviour 
and have hundreds of questions.   
How come my hens can always 
tell if there is a bit of dog roll 
mixed in with the mash - do they 

smell it or see it?  How good are chickens at recognising individual humans?  
Can they tell if I'm still the same person if I come in different clothes every day?  
Are bantams brighter than standards?  Do chickens feel love?  I know they can 
feel fear and anger and protectiveness.  And they can be brutal to a newly 
introduced hen or chick, but do they feel affection? What is the glue that holds a 
flock of hens together?  Is it a sense of security? Affection? Familiarity? 
Interest?  Something else altogether?  

 
I notice that hens seem to get comfort from sitting next to each other; it may not 
be love exactly, but it could be affection. Hens that grow together as chicks seem 
to feel a bond beyond their chick-hood, whereas mother hens stop showing 
concern for their chicks once the chicks are about 6 months old or have started 
another brood.   One of my hens, Henny Penny, an araucana, seems to show 
affection for a campine that she grew up with (but the campine ignores her).  In 
fact it seems to me that Henny Penny is somehow kinder than most of my other 
hens.  It's not that she's scared of the others or low on the pecking order; she just 
seems less aggressive and somehow more trusting or kinder.  
 
It also seems as though hens are 'racist' in the sense that they seem inclined to 
prefer birds of a similar breed.  Could this be because breeds differ in their social 
signals as well as their temperament and physical appearance.  They certainly 
have different calls (the araucana has a squawk; the campine has a rasping noise, 
the leghorns cluck; the ancona bantam has a high-pitched cluck and the shavers 
have a warble.)  They also have different temperaments and personalities.  The 
campine is intelligent, alert and stand-offish;  I will never gain her trust.  My 
orpingtons are easy-going; the shavers are friendly and trusting; the leghorns 
flighty and easily alarmed. 
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My Reply : Even in large flocks there are usually a few smaller groups of two or 
three within the flock who just seem to like to hang out together and there have 
been a number of subscriber stories over the years of crippled chicks that grew 
up with one or two friends who always looked out for them and injured or poorly 
chickens that had another one keeping a vigil nearby. On the blog there is a 
story of chickens seeming to remember their owner who they hadn't seen for 
nearly two years : 
http://successwithpoultry.blogspot.co.uk/2010/03/clever-chickens.html  
I don't know if they do feel positive/negative emotions in the ways we do but they 
often seem like they do. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Ten Acres Enough 
How A Very Small Farm May Be Made To 

Keep A Very Large Family  
 

Ten Acres Enough is a self-sufficiency classic 
written by Edmund Morris, and is his personal 
story of his journey from city businessman to 
farmer. In this book Edmund details the first 3 
years of his 'back to the land' experience and 
explains honestly what worked for him and what 
did not. 
 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS 
 

 
 
 

 
 

David : Our URBAN "Dream Girls". 
 

http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/TenAcresEnough/selfsufficientliving.htm
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Carrie : I thought you might be interested in the Eggskelter I ordered from 
England.    You’ve probably already heard of it, but I thought this picture turned 
out so pretty.  The eggs are from my five chickens:  Lola and Henrietta, Rhode 
Island Reds, Pearl, a Silver Wyandotte, Gracie, a Barred Rock, and Hazel, my 
mix that lays green so she’s probably part Ameraucana.  
 

 
 
 

 
I just started raising chickens about a year 
ago, and I absolutely love my ladies. 
They are very friendly and let me pick 
them up.   I regularly laugh out loud at 
their antics. They keep my yard bug and 
weed free, and provide delicious 
wholesome eggs and fertilizer for my 
plants.  I was worried that Sadie, my 
golden retriever/border collie would hurt 
them, but she’s become very protective of 
the ladies, chasing off Cooper’s Hawks 
and neighbor cats from our back yard.   
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HOW BILL'S HENS PAID 
 

Our Bill, he's been to poultry school 
And I can tell you what  
It's really something wonderful 
The learning that he's got.  
Almost the first thing that Bill said 
On getting home again 
"I must begin this very day 
To improve and clean the pen." 
 
He donned his cap and overalls 
And to the pen repaired. 
He cut more windows in the wall 
To have it better aired  
He said, "The hens need lots of air, 
As well as lots of sun." 
He moved the fences farther back 
To give more space for to run. 
 
He swept and sprayed the very walls 
And what I say is true.  
He kerosened and scraped the roosts, 
And scrubbed the floors like new.  
He worked by day and studied nights,
With all his might and main. 
I said, "Our Bill, I fear is ill, 
With poultry on the brain." 
 
He said, "Now things are ready, 
We must have better stock  
Or we will never make it pay 
Without a well bred flock."  
 
He killed or sold off all my birds 
That I thought good enough;  
My black ones and my white ones; 
The gray ones and the buff. 

 

He bought a lot of Plymouth Rocks 
From heavy laying strain.  
And standard-bred  Rhode  Island  Reds 
A profit to obtain.  
 
The way he tended chickens, 
I said, "They'll surely die."  
He only answered, "Time will tell, 
Who knows best, you or I?" 
 
I guess Bill knew. The time has come 
Our hens begin to pay. 
In weather fine or weather foul, 
They never fail to lay. 

 
 

 

http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/1/OffGrid5

